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The University of Dayton

News Release
Feb. 7, 1994_
Contact: Pam Huber

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON CONFERENCE WILL FOCUS ON
SUCCESS ISSUES FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALES
DAYTON, Ohio- The founder of Afrocentricity and a crusading priest who has led
the fight to find black families for black children as well as church support for addicts will
highlight the University of Dayton's African-American Male Conference to be held on
Saturday, Feb. 26.
Molefi Kete Asante and the Rev. George Clements will be featured at the conference,
which addresses the theme "Models, Paradigms and Motifs. to Secure the African-American
Male's Success in the 21st Century." The conference was planned by UD students.
Asante, professor and chair of the African American studies department at Temple
University in Philadelphia, is the founder of the Afrocentric philosophical movement and the
National Afrocentric Institute. As an educational philosophy, Afrocentricity "means that the
African-American child must be connected, grounded to information in the same way that
white children are grounded when we discuss literature, history, mathematics and science,"
Asante has written.
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The creator of the world's first doctoral program in African-American studies and the
author of 32 books, Asante's latest work is Thunder and Silence: The Mass Media in Africa.
Clements is the founder of the One Church-One Addict program. The fonner pastor
of Holy Angels Church in Chicago, Clements challenged black Americans to adopt black
· children in the 1980s. The first priest in the United States to adopt a child, Clements set the
example by adopting and raising four sons. He became the subject of a television movie, and
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the program he created, One Church-One Child, led to the adoption of some 40,000 children
over 10 years and became the model for his current efforts to fight drug abuse.
Clements, who now lives in Washington, D.C., calls for every U.S. religious
congregation to take responsibility for a recovering substance abuser and provide drug and
family therapy and job training. "The program is a way for the church to show, in a practical
way, its love for the addict and its hate for the addiction," Clements said.
The UD conference gets under way at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 25, in O'Reilly Hall 107
with a professional networking reception hosted by Dayton City Commissioner Dean
Lovelace, program manager for UD's strategies for responsible development office.
Saturday's sessions will be held in the Kettering Residence Hall multipurpose room.
Asante will speak at 10 a.m; Clements will speak during the 12:30 p.m. luncheon.
Tentatively scheduled is a 3 p.m. dialogue session with Asante and Clements. Workshop
sessions are scheduled throughout the day and include such topics as "African-American Male
and Female Relationships," "How Can African-Americans Survive and Succeed on a Majority
White Campus?" and "Can the Professional Arena Emasculate the African-American Male?"
The day concludes with a party at 8 p.m. sponsored by the UD African-American
Female and Male Support Groups.
The conference is free to all UD students. Conference fees are $5 for non-UD
students and $10 for all others. Registration is available at the door, or call UD's diverse
student populations office at 229-3634.
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